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oA ttus Primus, Scena Prima.

g Which T hope well is not enrolled there.
Enter Feérdinand King of N avarre,Birow,L ongavile,and | O,thefe are barren taskes, too hard to keepe,
Dumaine. Notto fee Ladics,{tudy faft,not {leepe.
| ferd. Your oath is paft to pafleaway from thele,
. Ferdinand, Biron, Let me fay no my Liege,andif yon pleafe,
M3 Et Fame that all hune after intheirlives, I oncly fwore to ftudy with your Grace,
9 [ 8% Live regiftred upon our brazen Tombes, And ftay herein your Court for three yeares {pacc. 1
b RESAS And then grace usin thedifgrace of death : Long. You fworeto that Biron;and tothe reft.
| ® When {pight of cormorant devouring Time, Bir. By yeaand nay fir,then I fwore in jeft.
‘ Thendevour of this prefent breach may buy | What isthe end of ftudy,let me know ?
That honous which {hall bate his Sythes keene edge; Ferd. \Why that to know which elfe wee thould not
And makeus heires ofall eternitie, know. | (fenfe. |
| Therefore brave Conquerors(for {e you are) Bir. Thingshid and bard(you meane)froth common
That warre againft your owne affections, Ferd, 1,that isftndies god-like recompence.
And the huge Army of the worldsdefires ; Bir. Come onthen,I will fweare to ftudy {o, -
Our late Edi@ fhall ftrongly ftand in force, To know the thinglam forbid to know :
Nawarre {hall be the wonder of the world, As thus,to find y where I well may dine,
Our Court fhall be alittle Academe, When I to faft exprefly am forbid. |
Still and contemplative inJiving Art. Or ftudy where to meet fome Miftreflc fine,
You three,Biren, Dumaine,and Lowgavild, = W hen Miftrefles from commen fenfe are hid.
Have {worne for three yeeresterme to live withme, Or having {worne too hard a keeping oath,
My fellow Schollers,and to keepe thofe (tatutes Study to breake it,and not breake my troth. [
That are recorded in this{cedule here. If ftudies gaine be thus,and this be fo,
l Your oathes are paft,and now fubfcribe your namcs : Study knowes that which yet it doth not know,
‘That his owne hand may ftrike his honour downe, . ° | Sweare meto this,and 1 will ne’re {ay no.
That violates the {mallcit branch herein : Ferd. Thefcbe the ftops that hinder ftudy quite,
If youare arm’d to doe,as {worne to doc, And traine our intelle@sto vaine delight.
Sngfcribc to your deepe oathes,and keepe them to. Bir. Why ? all delightsare vaine,and that moft vaine,
Lowg. 1am refolv’d,'tis but athree yecres falt : Which with paine purchas’d,doth inherit paine,
| Theminde {hall banquet,though the body pine, As painefully to poarc upona booke, '
Fat paunches have leane pates : and dainty bits, To{ecke the light of truth,while truth the while
‘ Make rich the ribs,but bankerout the wits. Doth falfly blinde the eye-fight of his looke s |
Dumaiz. My Im*in% Lord, Dumaine is mortified, Light feekinglight,doth light beguile :
The grofler manner of thefe worlds delights, So ere you find where light indarknefle lies,
He throwesupon the gﬂ)ﬂ‘ ¢ Wﬂ!}dﬁ bafer flaves : Your l;ght growes darke by lofin ﬂf)'ﬂllf eyes,
“To love,to wealth,to pompe, ! pineand dic, Study me how to plealc theeye ing:‘cd, _
| Withallthefe living in Philofophy. By fixing it upon a fairer eye,
Birow. 1can bur fay their proteftation over, Who dazling fo,that eye (hall be his heed,
| So much(deare Liege)l have already fworne, And give him light that 1t wasblinded by,
That is,to live and {tudy herethree yeeres. - Study is like the heavens glorious Sunne,
| But shere are other firict obfervances: That will not be deepe{earch’d with {awcy lookes ;
Asnot tofeeawomaninthatterme, Small have continuall plodders ever wonne,
Which I hope well is notenrolled there. Save bafe anthoritie from others Bookes. !
And ene day ina weeke te touchno foode : - Thefe earthly Godfathers of heavenslights,
And but one meale on every day befide: That give a nameto every fixed flarre, |
The whichThope is not enrolled there. Have no more profitoftheir fhining nights,
And then to fleepe but three houres in the night, Then thofe that walke,and wot net what they are.
And not be feene towinke of all the day. Too much to know,is to know nought but fame :
When I was went tothinke no harme allnight, And every Godfather can give a name. ,
| And makeadarke nightteo of halfe the day : Ferd, How well hee’sread,to reafon g,gainﬂ:n:ading;
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- Dam. Progeeded welljto ftop all good p:ﬁ:ﬂeding.

Lan._dl-lf: weedesthe Corneand ftili letsgrow the wee-

ing.

Bir. Thgr.: Spring 1s neare when Greene Geele area
breeding- - |

Dum. How tollowesthat ?

Bir. Fitinhisplaceand time. -

Dum. In reafon nothing.

.. Ber. Something then i rime,

T

Ferd. Bironis like an envious{neaping Froft,

hat bites the firft borne Infants of the Spring. |
Bir. Well,{ay I am,why (hould proud Summer boait,
Before the Birds have any caufe to fing ?

‘Why f{hould 1 joy in any abortive birth?
VAt Chriltmas 1 no more defire a Rofe,

Than wifha Snow in Mayesnew fangled fhowes :

But like of cach thing that in feafon growes.

So you to ftudy now 1t is too lare,

T hat were toclymbe orethe houfe tfunlocke the gate.
Fer, Well,fit youout : goe home Biron : adue.
Bir. Nomy good Lord, I have fwornto ftay with you.

And chough | have for barbarifme {poke more,

Then for that Angell knowledge you can fay,

Yetconfident Ile keepe what 1 have fwore,

And bide the pennance of each three yeeres day.

Give me the Paper.let ne reade the fame,

And to the {trit’{t decrees Ile write my name.

1
Fer. How well this yeelding refcues thee from fhame.

Bire Item. Thatno woman fhall come within a mile
of my Couit. o
Hath this beem proclaimed ?
Long. Youre dayesagoe.
Bir. Let'sfee the penalty.
On paine of loofing her tongue.
who devis'd chis penalty 2
Lon. Marry thatdid L.
Bir. Sweet Lord,and why 2

A dangerous Law againtt gentility. _
Teem It any man be feenetotalke with a woman withe
in ‘the tearme of three yeares, hee fhall endure fuch
Eubliqur: fhame as the relt of the Conrt {hall poflibly

evife. |

Bir. This Articlemy Liege your {elfe muft breake,
For well you know h¢re comes in Embaflie
The French Kings daughter,with your {elfeto fpeake:
A Majde of Graceand compleat Majefty,
About furrender up of Aguitaine :
To her decrepit,ficke,and bed-rid Father.
Therefore this Article is made in vaine,
Or vainely comes the admired Princeflc hither.

Fer, What fay you Lords 2

Why ,this wasquitc forgot,

Bir. So fudy cvermoreis overfhot,
While it doth {tudy to have what it would,

| Tt doth forgettodoe the thing it fhould :

And whea it hath the thing it hunteth moft,
"Tis won as Townes with hire,{o won,fo loft.
Fer. W e muftof force difpence with this Decree,

‘She muft lic here on meere neceffity.

Bir. Neceflity will make usall forfworne
Three thoufand times within thisthree yeares fpace :
For every man with hisaffecsis borne,
Not by might maftred,but by {peciall grace.
If1 brca_lﬁ?ﬁith,this word {hall breake for me,
Tam forfworne on meere neceflitic.
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Sotothe Lawesat large I write my name, |

And he that breakes them in the leaft degree,

Standsin attainder of eternall {hame.

Suggefltions arc to othersasto me :

Buc I beleeve although I feemefoloth,

Iam the laft that will laft keepe his oath.

Butis there noquicke recreation granted? = -

- Fer, Ithatthereis,our Courty ouknew is haunted

With a conceited Travailer of Spaine,

A man inallthe world new fafhion planted,

That hatha mint of phrafes in his braine:

One,whom the muficke ofhis owne vaine tongue,

Dothravifh like inchanting harmony .

A man ef complements,whom right and wrong

Have chofe as vinpire of their mutinic.

This childe of fancie that .Armads hight,

Forinterim toeur fludics fhall relate,

In high-borne words the worth of many a

From tawny Spaiwe loft in the worlds deba

How you delight my Lords,I know not 1,

But I proteft 1 love to heare him lie,

And I will ufe him for my Minftrelfie.
Bir. eArmadoisamoft illufirions wight, $

A man of fire,new words,Fafhions owne Knight.
Lon, Coftardthe (waineand he fhall be our fport;

And{oto ftudie;three yeeres is but fhort.

Kuight ;

Enter a Conftable with Costard with a Lestey.

Conff W hich isthe Dukes owne perfon.
Bir. This fellow, What would’ft 2.
Con. 1 my {clte reprehend his owne perfon, for Tam |

his Graces Tharborough: But 1 would fec his owne per-
{on in flefh and bloud.
Bir, Thissshe.,

Con. Signior drme, Arme comarends yon :

f There’s villany abroad,this letter willtell you more.
Lon. Tofright them hence with that dread penalty,

Clow. bir, the Contempts thereof are as tonching
mee. |
Fer. A Letter from the magnificent eA¥mado.
Bir. How low foever the matter , 1hope in God for |
Lon. A high hope for alow heaven, God grant us pa-
tience. |
Bir. Toheare, or forbeare hearing.
Lon. To heare meekely fir, and to laugh moderately,
or to forbeare both:
Bir. Wellfir, be it asthe ftile {hall
clime in themerrinefle. |
(low. The matter is to me fir,as concerning Jagmenerra,
The manner of it is,I was taken with the manner.
Bir. Inwhatmanner ? :
Clow.In mannerand forme following firall thofe three.
I was feenc with her in the Mannor heofe, fitting with
her upon the Forme, and taken following her into the
Parke : which put together | is in manner and forme |
following, Now fir for the Manner ; Is the manner !
ofa man tofptaketo a Woman ,-for the Fotme in fome
forme.
Bir. Forthe following fir,

give us canfe to

(tow. Asit {hall follow in my ¢orre@ion , and God
defend the right, -'
Fer. Will you heare this Letter with attention ? .
Bir. Aswe would heare an Oracle.
Cle. Suchisthe mplicity of manto hearken afier the
flefh. - Vg e
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